The impact of disability and disease duration on social support of women with rheumatoid arthritis.
The objective was to investigate the impact of physical disability and disease duration on the amount of social support received by female patients with rheumatoid arthritis. Two hundred sixty-four patients were assessed in a cross-sectional study. Disease duration had a negative relationship to daily emotional support; the length of disease duration was related to less emotional support. A combination of long disease duration and high disability was related to a low degree of problem-oriented emotional support. High physical disability was associated with less social companionship. Patients with high disability and few friends and patients with high disability and few neighbours reported less social companionship than patients with high disability and four or more friends or three or more neighbours. The combination high disability and few friends were associated with less problem-oriented instrumental support. Number of friends, age, and personality type all contributed to the variance in social support.